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 Week 17 Overview Week 17 Overview
Mammals
This week the children continue their study of the mammal animal group as they 

write about and illustrate mammals, and create a classroom book titled Mammals. 

This week we will:

 • identify story elements.

 • learn Long-A and Silent-E.

 • write a class newspaper article.

 • review punctuation marks.

 • learn the digraph th /th/.

 • meet Ludwig van Beethoven.

Recommended Literature
The Giant Jam Sandwich — John Vernon Lord and Janet Burroway worked 

together in writing this book. John wrote and illustrated the story. The idea for the 

book was a memory based on growing up with his family in England. When the book 

was almost fi nished, Janet changed the words of the story into rhymes.

John’s father was a baker. When his family went on picnics, he always put some jam 

on a crust of bread. Then he carried it off . The wasps wanted to eat the jam so they 

followed the bread away from the picnic.

When John was a young boy, he was crossing a meadow with his friends, Alexander 

and Jonathan. A wasp hovered over Alexander’s head. No matter which way he ran, 

he couldn’t get rid of the wasp. The boys were so frightened that John made up the 

story about the giant jam sandwich to calm them down. The wasp fl ew away and 

the boys asked him to tell the story again over and over.

Starfall Books & Other Media
ABC Rhyme Book 

Backpack Bear’s Mammal Book

Reading and Writing Books

Sing-Along Volume 1

Starfall Dictionaries

Starfall’s Selected Nursery Rhymes

Zac and Cat

Zac Camps Chapter Book

Zac the Rat

thth
 Sound-Spelling Wall Card, Block Style 

Starfall com

Starfall com

th

Block SStyylee
StarStarStar allfallf llfal omcom

h

Written by Starfall®

Zac and Cat

Zac

Starfall com

a-1

Starfall com

Zac is a rat.

Zac  the  Rata

1
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PreparationPreparation
Generate Vocabulary Cards for Week 17. You will use wasp, pate, nuisance, dough, 

yeast, and spade on Day 1 and deaf, composer, conductor, orchestra, and interpreter 

on Day 5.

Day One 
Have a magazine and newspaper available for today’s Magic Writing Moment.

For today’s Phonological Awareness/Phonics Warm Up prepare individual index cards 

with: bl, cl, fr, pl, pr, st, sn (2 cards), fl  (2 cards), tr (3 cards), gr (3 cards) and group them 

with the Picture Cards listed below to create the following sets:

Set 1: Picture Cards: black, clock, grapes, tree, snake; Index Cards: bl, cl, gr, sn, tr 

Set 2: Picture Cards: grass, snail, star, truck, plant; Index Cards: gr, pl, sn, st, tr

Set 3: Picture Cards: fl ag, frog, green, pretzel, train; Index Cards: fl , fr, gr, pr, tr

Prepare each child’s copy of the take-home book Zac and Cat.

Day Two
Have examples of chapter books available for Session 1.

Day Three
For today’s Magic Writing Moment you will use the chart paper from Day 2. 

Duplicate the “All About Mammals” blackline for yourself and 

each child. Be sure to have plenty of classroom books about 

mammals available for children to reference as they write.

The children will do research on mammals for their news-

paper article during Computer time on Days 3 and 4. Select 

appropriate websites and navigate to them beforehand. 

Day Four
Create a “Superhero h puppet” from a paper bag, or use a generic puppet with a 

large lowercase h printed or pinned to the front. You will use this puppet to intro-

duce the digraph th, and other digraphs in subsequent weeks.

Day Five
Invite the principal, another teacher, or another adult to visit your classroom to be 

interviewed by the children. If you are unable to get someone to interview, the 

children can interview you!

Generate a Week 17 “Color by Word” worksheet for 

each child featuring the high frequency words: that, 

there, they, the.

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day y 1

D 2

Zac has a new friend. 
Would you like to read about his new pal? 
Love,

Backpack Bear 

Day y 2

D 3

Zac and I had jam 
sandwiches for dinner 
last night. What’s your favorite sandwich?
Love,

Backpack Bear 

Day y 3

D 4

Zac and his dad went 
on a fun trip. Maybe 
he will tell us about 
it today!
Your Pal,
Backpack Bear 

Day yy 4

D 5

I am so excited to read the mammal book you wrote!
Love,

Backpack Bear 

DaD y yy 5

It has been fun learning about mammals. There are many animals in my mammal group. I think you are my favorite!
Love,

Backpack Bear 
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Magic Writing Moment Class newspaper article Collect ideas for class article

Reading

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

High Frequency Words

Comprehension 

Print Concepts

R&W p. 4

Blends

Long-A, Silent E

Zac and Cat

The Giant Jam 

Sandwich 

Comprehension Strategies:

Summarize

Make Connections

R&W p. 5

Rhyming words

Comprehension Skills:

Story Elements (setting, main 

characters, problem/solution, 

change the story)

Make inferences

Use illustrations to support text

Computer Word Machines: “Short a”

Short Vowel Pals: “Zac and Cat”

ABCs: Zz, Xx, Yy, Ww, Qq, Vv

Learn to Read: Row 6, “Jake’s Tale” 

Activity Match Blends and Picture Cards Identify CVC Words

Listening & Speaking 

Literature

Rhymes, Poems & Songs

Vocabulary

“Jam”

Vocabulary: wasp, pate, 

nuisance, dough, yeast, spade

Zac Camps Chapter Book

“Jam”

“Hickory Dickory Dock”

Writing

Social Studies

Science

DAY One DAY Two

Written by Starfall®

Zac and Cat

Zac

Starfall com

a-1
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List questions about mammals Interview questions Interviews to gather information

R&W p. 6

Punctuation: 

period, 

question mark, 

exclamation mark

Zac Camps Chapter Book

Comprehension: 

Making Predictions

Backpack Bear’s Mammal Book

R&W p. 7

Digraph /th/

Delete /t/ to 

form words

HF Words:

that, there, 
they, this
Author’s Chair

Phoneme substitution

Comprehension Strategy:

Make Connections

Phoneme Substitution

Informational text

Starfall Free Day

 “Color by Word” for Week 17

Websites with information 

about mammals

Backpack Bear’s Books: Any row Write and illustrate favorite part 

of The Giant Jam Sandwich

“Word Search” HF Words Match Short-a Words and 

Picture Cards

Form words with play dough

“Th Thumb Rhyme”

“Letter March Song Th”

Teacher’s Choice

Teacher’s Choice

Backpack Bear’s Mammal Book

Vocabulary: deaf, composer, 

conductor, orchestra, interpreter

Write about mammals

Punctuation practice

Share writings Use knowledge of 

letter/sound relationships 

to spell simple words

Learn about Beethoven

Kindergarten All About 

Mammals Book

Review characteristics of 

mammals

DAY Three DAY Four DAY Five

1

2

rt 3

4

5
6
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WEEK 17  •  DAY 4

 Introduce the Digraph /th/

Introduce /th/ in the initial position

Say: Backpack Bear has a rhyme about a thumb. 

Read “Thumb,” on p. 61 of the ABC Rhyme Book.

Indicate the thumb Picture Card. Say: This is a 

picture of a thumb. (The children say, thumb.) The 

word thumb begins with the sound /th/. Watch 

my mouth, /th/. You say /th/. Listen to the rhyme 

again, and try to hear the sound /th/ in thumb.

Read the rhyme again then the children repeat it in unison.

               Discriminate /th/ in the initial position
Say: Listen to these words. Give a ‘thumbs up’ if you hear /th/ at the beginning 

of a word. Ready? Say the following words pausing for the children to respond.

thing thorn ship that Thursday

               Connect /th/ to the spelling th
Indicate the th Letter Card. Explain: Sometimes a letter needs help to stand 

for the sound a word needs.

Print the words t  umb, t  ink, and t  ump on the board, leaving space after the 

initial t in each word. The children assist to decode these words. Explain that 

you are trying to spell thumb, think and thump. Reveal "Superhero h" to demonstrate 

how h saves the day when it joins t to stand for the sound /th/.

 • Give the "Superhero h" to a child.

 • The child goes to the board and rescues the word t  umb. He or she uses the 

puppet to tap the "t" and says, "Move over!"

 • You or the child then adds "h" after the "t."

 • The class reads the new word, thumb.

 • Repeat for t  ink (think) and t  ump (thump).

Teach children the ASL sign for th. (To make /th/, sign t and h together quickly.) 

Sing “The Letter March” with the ASL sign for th and the sound /th/.

               Introduce /th/ in the fi nal position
Say: If you hear /th/ at the end of a word I say, give a “thumbs up.” If you don’t 

hear /th/ at the end, give a “thumbs down.” Exaggerate the sound /th/ as you say 

the words with, bath, start, fourth, and hot, pausing for the children to respond.

Formative Assessment

Distribute Reading and Writing Books and the children turn to page 7. 

Complete the page together with the children.

1 Materials

 c Reading and Writing Books, p. 7

 c Superhero h puppet (puppet 

 with a large lowercase h 

pinned to the front)

 c Sound Spelling Wall Card:  

thumb /th/

 c Picture Card: thumb

 c Letter Card: th

 c ABC Rhyme Book

 c Pencils

Step One Reading: 

Foundational Skills

RF.K.2 Demonstrate 

understanding of 

spoken words, syllables 

and sounds (phonemes)

RF.K.2.C Blend and 

segment onsets and 

rimes of single syllable 

spoken words

             
Say: Listen to

Step Two

              
Indicat

Step Three

th

             
Say: If you he

Step Four
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WEEK 17  •  DAY 4

 Introduce High Frequency Words: that, there, 

they, this

Say: Let’s review the sound /th/. Who can think of a 

word that begins with /th/? Volunteers respond. 

Continue: Today we will learn four new high frequency 

words that all begin with the sound /th/.

Write the on the board. Say: You already know a high frequency word that has 

the sound /th/ at the beginning, the. One of the new words blends /th/ with 

the word at.

Write that on the board. Blend /th/ and /at/. Ask: What is the new word? Right, that. 

Children use the ASL signs to fi nger spell that.

Say: We have three other /th/ words. Write they, this, and there on the board. 

Indicate and read each word.

Touch one of the four new high frequency words and the children read them. Repeat 

this several times, then choose volunteers to play ”teacher” and touch one of the 

words. The children read the word indicated.

Place the new High Frequency Word Cards they, there, this, and that in a pocket chart. 

The class reads each word as you place it.

Write the following sentences on the board and read each sentence. The children 

repeat as you track each word. Volunteers circle the high frequency words beginning 

with /th/ in each sentence. Lead the children to connect some of these sentences to 

ones that match Zac Camps.

 • There are cats and rats in the box.

 • That is a path.

 • They can run and hop.

 • Look at this map.

 • There is the camp.

 • That is a big rat!

 • They are going to camp.

 • Will they like the jam?

 • Will you give me that?

Formative Assessment

Distribute Starfall Dictionaries and the children enter this, that, they, and there.

2 Materials

 c High Frequency Word Cards: 

 that, there, they, this

 c Starfall Dictionaries 

 c Pocket chart

 c Pencils
ELA

RF.K.3.C Read common 

high frequency words 

by sight.

RF.K.1.A Follow words 

from left to right, top to 

bottom, and page by 

page.
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WEEK 17  •  DAY 4

Computer

 • Backpack Bear’s Books: Explore any row.

Activity

Shuffl  e the Picture Cards. The children:

 • place the Picture Cards face up in the pocket chart

 • place the Word Cards face down in a deck

 • draw a Word Card and place it next to the 

corresponding Picture Card

The children play again, this time placing the Word Cards in the pocket chart 

and fi nding the corresponding Picture Cards.

 Author’s Chair

Each child sits in the Author’s Chair and shares his or her 

page from the class book, All About Mammals while their 

classmates demonstrate appropriate audience skills.

No Formative Assessment

ELA

RF.K.3.C Read common 

high frequency words 

by sight.

Technology

ML.10 Use technology 

resources to support 

learning.

Practice

Materials

 c Picture and Word Cards: bag, 

 bat, can, cap, cat, fan, ham, 

 jam, mad, man, map, pan, 

 rat, sad, van, wag, Zac

 c Pocket chart

ELA

RF.K.2.D Isolate and 

pronounce initial, 

medial vowel and fi nal 

sounds (phonemes) in 

three phoneme words.

3 Materials

 c Kindergarten All About 

 Mammals Book

 c Author’s Chair
ELA

W.8b Produce, illustrate 

and share writing.
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Day   Five
WEEK 17

Interviews to Gather Information

Say: One way to gather information is to 

interview people. When you interview someone 

you ask questions and the person answers them. Some journalists ask 

people questions then use the answers to write newspaper articles.

As the children ask questions, take notes and later add them to the chart paper. 

Phoneme Substitution in Short-A Words

Say: Let’s make some new short-a words by changing beginning sounds. 

What new word would we make if we change the /b/ in bam to /h/? (ham) 

Continue for /j/am, /P/am, /r/am and /S/am.

 • What if we change the /c/ in cat to /b/? (bat)

Continue for /h/at, /m/at, /p/at, and /r/at.

 • What if we change the /c/ in can to /m/? (man)

Continue for /p/an, /r/an, /t/an, /v/an, and /f/an.

 • What if we change the /t/ in tap to /c/? (cap)

Continue for /g/ap, /l/ap, /m/ap, and /n/ap.

Use visuals such as Letter Cards where needed to assist the children 

to understand the concept of changing beginning sounds in words.

Magic Writing Moment Materials

 c Adult (principal, science teacher, 

 other adult, or you) to interview

 c Chart paper
ELA

SL.K.3 Ask and answer 

questions to seek help 

or information, or to 

clarify.

Social Studies

SS.SS.E5d Recognize 

jobs people do in their 

school and community

Science

SS.SC.LS.2 Understand 

diff erent types of plants 

and animals

Phonological Awareness Warm-Up
Materials

 c None

ELA

RF.K.2.E Add or 

substitute individual 

sounds (phonemes) in 

one-syllable words to 

make new words

he children 

ds in words.
ELL
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Introduce Beethoven

Indicate Zac and Cat. Ask: What did Zac and Cat make 

using things around the house? Have you ever tried 

to make an instrument?

Say: Today we will learn about a real person who used 

an instrument to write music.

Gather the children around a classroom computer 

navigated to It’s Fun to Read: Music, “Beethoven.” After the introduction, say: 

Ludwig van Beethoven was a composer. (The children repeat, composer.) 

Who knows what a composer is? 

Explain: A composer is someone who writes music. Beethoven wrote music 

long ago, but we still listen to it today. Have you ever listened to music without 

words? Most of Beethoven’s music is without words.

Navigate to the next page. Explain and discuss the following as you interact 

with the page:

Conductor Indicate the conductor on the left side of the computer 

screen. Explain that a conductor is the leader of the 

orchestra. It is his or her job to make sure all the musicians 

in the orchestra play their instruments at the right time. 

(The children repeat, conductor.)

Click on the conductor. Children listen to the music and observe 

the conductor’s actions.

Orchestra  An orchestra is a group of musicians who play instruments. 

(The children repeat, orchestra.)

Deaf Being deaf means that a person cannot hear. 

(The children repeat, deaf.)

Explain: People who are deaf cannot hear spoken words or other sounds. 

We use our hands to communicate our messages to them. This is sign language 

and we’ve been learning it all year! Beethoven was not always deaf. Even 

though he could no longer hear the music with his ears, he could still hear the 

music in his head and in his heart. He kept writing and composed his most 

famous piece, his Ninth Symphony, after becoming deaf.

Navigate to the next page and indicate the symbol at the top right corner of the 

page. Say: This is an ASL sign for interpreter. Where have you seen this before? 

(Starfall.com, ABCs) The interpreter symbol means someone will sign the words 

that are on this page using sign language.

Click on the interpreter symbol to watch the interpreter sign the words.

1 Materials

 c Computer navigated to, It’s Fun

 to Read: Music, “Beethoven”

 c Zac and Cat Take-Home Books

 c Vocabulary Cards: deaf, 

 composer, conductor, 

 orchestra, and interpreter

 c Globe or world map

ELA

RI.K.4 Ask and answer 

questions about 

unknown words.

L.K.6 Use acquired 

words and phrases.

Technology

ML.10 Use technology 

resources to support 

learning.

Social Studies

SS.SS.HK.2g Learn 

examples of honesty, 

courage, determination, 

responsibility, and 

patriotism from stories 

and folklore.

SS.SS.ST.4d Understand 

maps and globes help 

locate places on Earth.
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WEEK 17  •  DAY 5
Say: Beethoven was born in Germany. (Indicate Germany on a globe or map.) 

When he was a little boy, his father taught him to play the violin and the piano. 

Beethoven loved music.

Formative Assessment

The children partner to share and discuss one thing they learned about Beethoven. 

Volunteers share responses.

  Computer

Starfall Free Day — The children may navigate to any activity on Starfall.com. 

”Color by Word”

The children reference the color word bank to 

complete the "Color By Word" worksheet for 

Week 17. 

Writing

The children copy the title The Giant Jam Sandwich 

on drawing paper. They choose their favorite parts of 

the story to illustrate, and label the illustrations using 

kid writing.

Play Dough

The children form words from the Take-Home Book 

Zac and Cat using play dough.

Teacher's Choice

Choose an appropriate activity for this center.

Teacher's Choice

Choose an appropriate activity for this center.

f ll

1ELA

ML.10 Use technology 

resources to support 

learning.

Materials

 c Pencils, crayons 

 c Week 17 “Color by Word” 

 worksheet for each child 

s 2ELA

RF.K.3.C Read common 

high frequency words 

by sight.

Materials

 c Pencil, crayons

 c Drawing paper

 c The Giant Jam Sandwich

s 3ELA

L.K.2.D Spell simple 

words phonetically.

W.K.1 Use drawing, 

dictating and writing to 

compose opinion pieces 

that tell the topic or 

name of the book

W.8c Draw and Label

Materials

 c Play dough

 c Zac and Cat Take-Home Books

ls 4
ELA

RF.K.3.C Read common 

high frequency words 

by sight.

L.K.1.A Print upper- and 

lower case letters.

5

6

546     UNIT 6



t
S

t
S

rara
faf

lll
 K

i
dnd
er

ga
rtr

en
WEEK 17  •  DAY 5

 Review Backpack Bear’s Mammal Book

Say: Backpack Bear would like us to read his book 

again. This time he asked me to leave out words so 

you can add them. As you read, pause to allow children to ask questions. 

Select key words to omit and volunteers supply the missing words.

No Formative Assessment

2 Materials

 c Backpack Bear’s Mammal Book

 c Backpack Bear

ELA

L.K.6 Use acquired 

words and phrases 

LIT.RA.7d Make text to 

self connections

Science

SS.SC.LS.2 Understand 

diff erent types of plants 

and animals

SS.SC.LS.2c Understand 

plants and animals 

have internal and 

external structures that 

keep them alive.
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