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How hot is it? How cold is it? Check the thermometer to see!

We use thermometers to measure temperature. There are many 
different kinds. Look inside to find out more!

Begin with free reading and math activities for computers and mobile devices.
Discover even more interactive activities with a Starfall membership!

Find free worksheets, lesson plans, guides, and more on teach.starfall.com.
Shop at store.starfall.com for educational products.
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You can feel hot.

A thermometer tells you how hot.
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You can feel cold.

A thermometer tells you how cold.
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Cold

Hot
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Thermometers tell us how hot or how cold.

This is the temperature.
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When it is hot, the line goes up. 

The temperature is high.

High
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When it is cold, the line goes down. 

The temperature is low.

Low
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There are many kinds of thermometers. 

All thermometers tell us the temperature.  
They tell us how hot and how cold.
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I feel sick! Am I hot?

Mom uses this thermometer to see.
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It looks cold today! Will I need a coat?

I use this thermometer to see.
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That looks yummy! Can we eat it?

Dad uses this thermometer to see.
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Look at this picture. Is the temperature high or low?

What do you think the thermometer will say?
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Words You Know

Temperature   The measure of how hot or how cold.

Thermometer   An instrument that measures temperature.

Thermometers 

We use different thermometers for different purposes. Look at the groups of thermometers 
above. Do you know what each one is used for? Which group of thermometers will tell you if 
you have a fever? Which would you use for cooking? Which would you use to check the air?
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Celsius and Fahrenheit
We measure temperature in degrees. There are two  
sets of numbers (or scales) used to describe degrees,  
Fahrenheit and Celsius.  

Look at this thermometer. The purple  
numbers on the right have an F˚ below them. 
The little ˚ next to the F means degrees. This 
side of the thermometer measures the  
temperature in Fahrenheit degrees.  

The green numbers on the left have a C˚  
below them. This side of the thermometer 
measures the temperature in Celsius degrees.

The Celsius scale is the standard scale used 
around most of the world to measure  
temperatures. Only the United States  
continues to use the Fahrenheit scale.

How does a thermometer work?
All thermometers have something inside of them that  
responds to temperature changes in some way. 

This thermometer has a red 
liquid inside of a glass tube. 
As the temperature rises, the 
liquid expands and the red 
line goes up! 

This thermometer has a 
coil-spring inside of it. As the 
temperature rises, the spring 
expands and pushes the dial 
to the right. 

This thermometer has a small 
electrical current inside that 
changes with temperature. 

Learn More About Thermometers
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