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Do you like the rain? 
Some people don’t. 

But…
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…some people do like the rain!
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Do you like the snow? 
Some people don’t. 

But…
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…some people do like the snow!
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Hail is different from snow. 
You may have seen hail like this. 

But…
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…have you ever seen hail like this?
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Rain, snow, and hail all fall from  
the sky. They are called precipitation. 

How is precipitation made?
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Precipitation comes from water in the air. 

Have you ever seen rain puddles disappear?  
When puddles dry up, the water goes into the air!

The air is filled with water that we cannot see.  
We call this water vapor.
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Water vapor in the air can change  
into water droplets or ice crystals. 

This is how clouds are made!
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Water falls from clouds as  
precipitation. Precipitation can  
be rain, snow, or hail.

Which one do you like best?
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Words You Know

Rain Hail

Water Vapor Clouds

Snow

Precipitation



Evaporation
When puddles dry up it’s called evaporation.

Have you ever hung your wet clothes out to dry? 
The water leaves your clothes and goes up into 
the air as water vapor. This is another example of 
evaporation. 

Condensation
Water vapor in the air can change into water drop-
lets or ice crystals. This is how clouds are made! 
This is called condensation. 

Condensation happens all around you. Have you 
ever seen a foggy mirror after someone has taken 
a hot shower, or water dripping off of the outside 
of a cold glass of lemonade? These are examples of 
condensation.

Have you ever seen frost on a window after a cold 
winter night? This is another example of condensa-
tion.

The Water Cycle
By reading this book, you have learned that water 
vapor goes up into the sky and comes back down 
again as precipitation. This happens again and again 
in a big loop or cycle known as the water cycle. 

More About Precipitation

evaporation

condensation

precipitation
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