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Teacher Read Aloud (Fiction)

The Alphabet Tree Andy the Spider Bargad Snail and Worm: Three Stories 

About Two Friends

Lionni, Leo Rindfuss, Samantha Kommuru, Subhash Kugler, Tina

Knopf Books, 2004 CreateSpace Independent Pub-

lishing Platform, 2014

CreateSpace Independent Pub-

lishing Platform, 2013

HMH Books for Young Readers, 

2016

Word bug and caterpillar teach 

the letters living in the alphabet 

tree how to make words and 

sentences.

A fun chapter book about a 

spider who isn’t good at weaving 

strong webs and depends on his 

sister who is captured by a 

mean owl.

This story is set in an ancient 

Indian village and it teaches 

children how to respect and care 

for the environment.

A humorous story about the 

adventures of a snail and a worm 

who are best friends.

The Honeybee Man Miss Twiggley’s Tree  Andy the Ant Learns the Buzz 

on Bees

 What’s the Buzz, Bumbly Bee?

Nargi, Lela Warren Fox, Dorothea Blackwell, Nancy Hendricks, Brenda

Schwartz & Wade, 2012 Purple House Press, 2015 Faithful Life Publishers, 2013 Two Small Fish Publications, 

2013

Fred is a beekeeper who keeps 

bees on the rooftop of his 

apartment in Brooklyn, New York 

where he greets them as mem-

bers of his enormous family. 

Miss Twiggley is afraid of the 

world around her, but she always 

seems to be able to put her fears 

aside to comfort her neighbors.

Join Andy the Ant on an 

exciting adventure inside a 

beehive where he learns about 

beekeeping with his friend 

Beatrice the Bee.

Children learn an interesting fact 

about bees when Bumblebee 

hears the neighborhood buzz 

and learns that his wings are too 

small to carry his heavy body.

Teacher Read Aloud (Nonfi ction)
A Little Book of Bee Poems  Beautiful Butterfl ies  Bugs  Squishy Sponges

Wise, Rusty Golish, Meish Malyan, Sue Lunis, Natalie

Traff ord Publishing, 2007 Bearport Publishing, 2008 DK Publishing, 2005 Bearport Publishing, 2008

A beekeeper’s poetic admiration 

for his honeybees who give him 

honey as he cares for them.

Illustrated with close-up photos 

showing how butterfl ies change 

throughout their life cycles.

A close-up look at insects and 

their relatives, including exact 

measurements.

Sponges may resemble plants 

but they are animals (inverte-

brates) that do not move.

Squirting Squids Insect Life Cycles Invertebrates Wiggly Earthworms (No Back-

bone! the World of Inverte-

brates) 

Lunis, Natalie Aloian, Molly and Kalman, 

Bobbie

Stone, Lynn Lunis, Natalie

Bearport Publishing, 2008 Crabtree Publishing, 2005 Rourke/Topeka Bindery, 2003 Library Binding, 2009

An animal (invertebrate) with 

no bones? Find out about jet 

propulsion and ink squirting too.

The complete life cycle (meta-

morphosis) of familiar and exotic 

insects

Children learn how invertebrates 

disguise themselves from preda-

tors using camoufl age, color and 

shape tricks

Children can view photos and 

learn interesting facts about 

earthworms and the important 

job they do.

Professional Development
Moats, Louisa Cook, Speech to Print: Language Essentials for Teachers. Brooks Publishing, 2000, ISBN 1557663874 

or 978-1-55766-387-0.
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